. RE eb In Ka 2 


OS 


1 * * 
"4. « & 
> 8 . 
. 
* 2 


— 


W WY * nnn 888 , * " —_ 3 
7 * 2 N 298 2 18 — * * 
- ICS» T n * 1 5 * * 4 bbs 
- 


Ly 


AN 


O RAT ION. 


P k-O-N-OUNGCEMD 


— 
* 
. a” = 
- 2 - R + 
7k EE SLE nnd, Rac = 2 * 
— r 7 2 : ER —_ — — 2 y 5 * a 1 
pe On OS ; n E 1 5 — 


—_— 


* — 
— — 


Ar 


* 1 4 Sins ins 
— I 


PORTLAND, JULY „ 27981 


- BEING THE BIKTHDAY OF COLUMBIAN FRIEDO eq. 


% 
2 


ar ELIJAH KELLOGG, A. NM. 


** 


* — A 


« And ye ſhall cbſer ve this thing, for an erdinance to thee, and to thy ſens 
forever,” |  JEHOVAH. 


— 3 
= — ad, 
— — 
— f 
— 


PRINTED AT NEWBURYPORT ; 


BY 


BLUNT AND MARCH—9ate-Siret. 


THE fplloning Oration, delivered 

4 Sorlland, July 4, 1195; at the an: 
never fry feattval of AMERICAN 

INDEFENDENCE, by requedt 
of the Gommuttee of the town, © fal- 
milled to the prerufat of an enlightened 

and candid Sullic. 


a Ea... 
— * * — 2 > . : "AT * 
* 


, > 2 * 
_— * * 
NN _ * * * 
— 4 | 0 


FJ 
* 2 1 


2ͤ ICON 


BB — —— 


1 : 
x 
#1 
z 
: 
8 
. 
x, 
x! 
5 = 


„ e 
nf Y 
EE 
1 _ > 


& 
© . 
. 
ö 


\ 


ORATION. g. 


RESPECTED CITIZENS, 


Tur memorable epoch, which announces the 
nativity of our triumphant republic, you have con- 
vened to celebrate; and by your ſuffrages I ſtand at 
the altar of my country, to aſſiſt in the ſacred rites. 


On this auguſt and joyful anniverſary, it is doubt- 
leſs proper to glance at the cauſes, which induced the 
revolution, its permanent eſtabliſhment, and conſe- 


quent bleſſings. 


When LIBER TV, eldeſt daughter of heaven, was 
exiled from the eaſtern hemiſphere, ſhe ſpread her ce- 
leſtial pinions, and flew to the wilderneſs of the ef. 
Finding here a ſafe retreat, and a welcome reception, 
ſhe ſeems to have made it her favorite abode ; intend- 


ing from hence to diffuſe her bleſſings to the nations, 
who, 


— 
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who, like confederate America, ſhall dare to aſſert, 
and maintain their rights. 


More than a century elapſed, from the diſcovery 
of this continent, by the immortal CHRISTO RER 
Col uuzus, before durable ſettlements were made in 
that part of it, over which the federal empire is now 
extended. Theſe ſettlements were commenced by 
our anceſtors, who emigrated from England. Thoſe 
who came to theſe northern States, were driven hither 
. by the divine rights of Kings, teſt and uniformity atfts, and 
the doctrines of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtauce; 
which filled the mother country with oppreſſion, vio- 
lence and death. To them it ſeemed a ſmall thing to 
bid an eternal adieu to their native land; to commit 
themſelves to the waves of the wide Atlantic; to be 
wafted upon an unknown, wilderneſs ſhore, covered with 
hoſtile ſavages, that they might enjoy the RIGHTS or 
MAN, and tranſmit them to their poſterity. Auſpici— 
ous heaven ſmiled upon their bold and laudable enter- 
prize, and crowned it with glorious ſucceſs. The 
mother country ſoon caſt a jealous and avaricious eye 
upon her exiled, but proſperous children in the wilds 
of America. The S/ amp-Act was the firſt overt mea- 
ſure of Miniſtry, towards raiſing an oppreſſive and il- 

legal revenue from the colonies. This, however, pro- 

duced neither terror, nor ſubmiſſion. To wave other 

arguments, and to bring the queſtion to a ſhort iſſue, 

we acknowledged, that we were the ſubjects of the 
Crown 
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Crown of England; and pleaded, that we could not, 
conſtitutionally, be taxed, without a repreſentation in 
Parliament, But the coloniſts were not repreſented ; 
therefore, the Stamp-Act, or any other ſpecies of taxa- 
tion, impoſed on them; without their conſent, was un- 
conſtitutional, and a violation of their rights, as En- 


eliſh ſubjects. 


Accordingly the S/amp-Acs was repealed ; but 
Miniſtry purſued, in other ways, their ſcheme of op- 
preſſion. At length they extended the prerogative of 
Parliament ſo far as to declare, its FULL POWER TO 
BIND THE COLONIES IN ALL CASES WHATEVER ! 
This miniſterial cloud, pregnant with a tempeſt of e- 
vils, began to diſcharge them upon devoted Maſſachu- 
ſetts, in the Boſton port-bill, the deſtruction of her 
charter-rights, not excepting that of 7rial by jury: It 
was no longer a mere demand of taxes; but of liberty 
and life. Theſe outrageous ſtrides of deſpotic power, 


far from dividing, gave ſeven fold ſtrength and vigor 


to the union of the. Provinces. In the mean time, 
the clouds thickened in the political horizon, and the 


proſpect of a reconciliation between the two countries 
was faſt ſhutting 1n. 


On the 19th of April, 1775, the King's troops, at 
Lexington, without the leaſt provocation, opened the 
flood gate of civil war. They fired upon a company of 


our brethren, who, without any hoftile intentions, had 
_ aſſembled. 
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aſſembled. Here were expounded the cruel and ſan- 
guinary meaſures of the mother country. There did 
ſhe thruſt her ſword into the boſom of her defenceleſs 
children! There fell the firſt martyrs of liberty ! Their 
blood is now under the altar of our country ! 


On the 17th of June, following, our people were 
again attacked by the King's troops on the heights of 
Charleſton ; and great ſlaughter, on both ſides, enſued. 
It was a ſcene, which thouſands ſaw ; but none can 
fully deſcribe. The ſurrounding ſhips and batteries 
of the enemy appeared like ſo many ætnas, diſgorging 
fire; and the earth trembled beneath their inceſſant 
thunder | Hundreds of buildings were in a blaze; 
more than five thouſand troops in action; © chief 
mixing his ſtrokes with chief, and man with man ;” 
and as they advanced, or fell back, when the wind 
lifted up the clouds of ſmoke, the embattled field was 
ſeen covered with the flain ! Such was the 17th of 
June *75, a day of trouble and of darkneſs ; a hoſt of 
patriots were immolated on Freedom's altar! In the 
evening of that day, how did the genius of Columbia 
bewail, and weep over her ſlaughtered ſons | 


IÜmpartial Heaven |! bear witneſs to the loyal, 
peaceful, and forgiving temper of my country | Even 
after theſe outrages ſhe kneeled at the feet of her 
Prince, ſued for juſtice, and hoped for a reconciliation,* 

2 But 


* The petition here referred to was brought forward in Congreſs by Mr. Dickintoa. 


. 


Os 
But her voice of grief was, again, deemed the clamour 
of faction; her patience, weakneſs ; her ſelf-defence, 


rebellion. 


In the mean time the diſpute took new ground. 
It was firſt a queſtion of taxation ; then, of liberty 
and life. We defended our rights upon the admitted 
premiſes, © That we were the ſubjects of the Englith 
Crown ; and no idea of diffolving the political con- 
nection between the two countries had been ſeriouſly 
entertained. But altercation ſtruck out original 
thoughts, and produced bolder conceptions. We 
ventured to enquire into the true origin of rights. We 
did not ſtop at the as of George the third, nor at 
the tamed bill of rights ; nor even at MAGNA CHAR- 


TA ; but went back to the original ſtate of man. We 


found him the ſole proprietor of the world, and that 
ourſelves were among his lawful heirs. We could 
not trace the leaſt colour of ariſtoctacy, whereby it 
ſhould ſeem, that one branch of the family was eleva- 
ted above the reſt ; one was a ſhepherd, and another 
a tiller of the ground; but all free and equal. Since 
no ſtream can riſe higher, than its fountain, ſo no ſuc- 
ceeding family, or member of a family, can preſume 
on rights not found in the firſt. 


Our ideas of equality corrected our falſe notions 
of government. We perceived, that all rights were, 
originally, lodged with.the equal brethren, and people; 

B / 


that 
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that each individual had the ſame natural rights, and 
that their ſocial rights muſt reſult from the regulations 
which they ſhould agree upon between themſelves, for 
the maintenance of reciprocal juſtice and good order. 
To carry theſe regulations into effect it was neceſſary 
to appoint public agents, or rulers. From this rea- 
ſoning two important inferences reſulted, That ſove- 
reignty, reſides originally and eſſentially in the POoꝰ⁰LE; 
that it is the P BOL E, who grant to their agents or 
rulers; but they can grant nothing to the PEOPLE; 
un'eſs the ſervant be above his maſter, or an effect 
preceed its cauſe. Theſe are the two luminous and fun- 


/ 8 . 
&amental maxims of a republic. 


This conciſe Þgic placed the claims of parla- 
ment in a new and ridiculous point of view. We 
bluſhed at our own folly, for valuing, fo highly, En- 
glich I berty, We looked upon Macxa CHARTA it- 
le, as indicative of our chains. Our pride and every 
ſeeling we had, were burt at the thought of depending 
upon another continent, for agents, to tranſact our 
public affairs, who neither knew, nor cared for our in- 
tereſt. Nature had furniſhed us with a luxuriant 
ſoil, lofty foreſts, majeſtic rivers, and the ſublimeſt 
mountains in the world. We argued from analogy, 
that ſhe had been cqualiy liberal in her mental favors 
to the inhabitants. We diſmiſſed our former preju- 
dices, threw away our political crutches, and were de- 
termined to venture upon our own ſtrength. 

According'y, 
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Accordingly, nineteen years, this day, July 4th, 
1775, our fathers in Congreſs abſoived, forever, dur 
allegiance to the unnatural, the faithleis Court of St. 
James's; and declared, that the CoLonizs WERE, 
AND OF RIGHT OUGHT TO BE, FREE AND INDE= 
PENDENT STATES, 


I) be cauſe was juſt and glorious, but where were 
the means to maintain it? The old government had 
ceaſed to operate. Every thing was in an elementary 
ſtate. We were without revenue, without ammuni- 
tion, and without military apparatus; our arm's fluc- 
tuating, unhealthſul, undiſciplined, and every wind 
wafting reinforcements to the enemy. 


O Innocence ! ! what nr doſt thou inſpire ! 


Dazixo Lizzrty ! we have realized thy omnipo- 


ence ! Thy pretence is union, thy breath is revenue, 
thy vengeance, rouſed, is like the thunder of Heaven 
on the minions of Deſpaiſm. 


WasnincroN, under God, ſupported by the 
wiſdom and patriotiſm of Congreſs, and of the State 
Legiſlatures ; by the bravery and patience of his offi- 


cers and ſoldiers ; by indefatigable and ſucceſsful ne- 


gociators abroad; by the timely aſſiſtance of our good 
brothers the FRENCH, conducted us through a long 


and perilous war, which terminated 1a the falvation 


of 
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of our country, and ſtamped his name with immortal- 
ity. Like Philopemen he bore misfortunes with in- 
credible firmnels ; like Camillus, he conquered ; and 
after diſbanding his victorious legions, like Cincinna- 
tus, he voluntarily retired, from his command, to en- 
joy the felicity of private and rural life. . 


Having weathered the ſtorm, and made our part, 
we dropped anchor, and turned in for reſt ; not troub- 
ling ourſelves about the loſs of property ſuſtained, or 


the injury done to the ſhip. 


When we awoke new cares occupied our minds, 
Conoreſs had loſt the philoſopher's ſtone, by which 
they found in paper the eſſence of gold. The charm 
being broken, public ſecurities fell almoſt to nothing. 
Juſtice was outlawed, Commerce unbent her fails. 
Manufactures languiſhed, Agriculture, deſpairing 
of a market, ſuſpended her toils. Every nerve of in- 
duſtry, of public and private confidence, was ſtruck 
with a fatal paralyſis. This deplorable condition of 
the body politic ſuggeſted, as a remedy, an efficient, 
national government. Hence, the famed convention 
of the States, which organiſed the elements of the rev- 
olution. That venerable body was compoſed of men, 
who had hazarded every thing for their country ; 
ſome of whom were ſo advanced in age, that they 


equld not have contemplated, for themſelves, the e- 
emoluments 
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moluments of the new government; but ſigned the 
ſederal conſtitution as one of the laſt acts of their lives. 
In this Conſtitution, we find condenſed, perhaps, eve- 


ry thing eſſential to a ſree government; and an impe- 


riſhable monument of the powers of the human under- 
ſtanding. It proſcribes ariſtocracy; recogniſes tlie 
ſovereignty of the PEOPLE; provides for a full and 


equal repre ſentation; frequent elections of the firſt 


officers; and ſuffers no religious eſtabliſnment. Opin- 
ion and conſcience are left as free, as the air we breathe. 
The executive, legiſlative, and judicial powers are ſo 
accurately defined and balanced, that even deſpotic 
and anarchial calumny has acknowledged that the fed- 
eral ſyſtem exemplifies the moſt perfect union of lib- 
erty and law, which the annals of government can pro- 
duce. It is an inconteſtible inſtance of an original 
convention of the PEOPLE, from which all legitimate 
governments derive their authority, It provides for a- 
mendments, as latent deſects may be diſcovered, and 
new ideas occur in the courſe of experience. By this 
precaution, the conſtitution and government of the 
UniTED STATES may be forever improving, without 
tumult, or the hazard of a revolution. 


This national compact recogniſes, in due ſubordi- 


nation, the legiſlative authority of the individual States. 

It binds them to itſelf, and to each other. It divides 

among them in mere local concerns, the labours of 
| government; 
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government; which prevents expenſe, gives more of 
a domeſtic caſt to the laws, accommodates topical 
prejudices, habits and attachments; and while it in- 
creaſes the quantity of public ſtrength, by multiplying 
its nerves, the ſcience of politics and of juriſpcudence 
is thereby more generally diffuſed over the union. 
Fhis organization reſembles that of the ſolar ſyſtem. 
The federal government is in the centre; the ſtate au- 
thorities move round it in their reſpective orbits, 
with perfect harmony, mutually attracting, and at- 
tracted. And, if the wiſdom and virtue of the P·o- 
PLE ſhould continue, this 1yſtem would be as durable, 


as that which is fixed in the heavens. 


The adoption of the federal conſtitution may be 
juſtly ſtyled the permanent eſtabliſhment of our inde- 
pendence ; as it was thereby nurtured to manhood, and 
united America aroſe to a high rank among the na- 
tions. The cloſe of the war was a triumph over our 
enemies, This was a victory over ourſelves. © Who 
rbleth his own ſpirit is greater than he, who taketh a 
city.“ DO | 


Wasgixorox, by the urgent and reſiſtleſs call 
of his country, ag in, exchanges the repoſe of private 
life, for the anxieties of a public ſtation. Here other 
ſcenes, a new career of glory opens, ſuited to his rare 
abilities, and unrivalled virtues. Twice has he been | 


raiſed, 
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raiſed, by the unanimous voice of his enlightened, 
grateful fellow citizens, to the chair of ſtate. In con- 
templating the comparative merits of his ſervices, as 
the commander in chief of our armies, and as the firſt 
magiſtrate of our nation, the aſtoniſhed mind vibrates 

between the valt ſublimities in doubtful deciſion. 


Since, © civil liberty is a bleſſing and benefit, 
and not an abſtract ſpeculation ;”- the beſt comment, 
which can be made upon its permanent eſtabliſhment 
is the recital of its fruits. 


The Federal Government being organized, pub- 
lic credit inſtantly revived ; and while the treaſury was 
furniſhed with a revenue, adequate to the expences 
of the civil liſt, to the payment of the intereſt of the 
national debt, and by degrees to fink the principal, 
the people felt no burden from taxes; but rapidly ac- 


cumulated property. Our ſeaport towns experienced 


a ſecular reſurrection ! Induſtrious mechanics and la- 
bourers returned no more to their families without 
bread ; the clanging of their tools announced buſineſs, 
and their cheerful countenances the reward of their 
ſervices. Commerce again, unfurled her fails. Ag- 
griculture, ſtimulated by motives of gain, reſumed her 
labours. Manufactures found freſh encouragement, 
and proſpered. The two latter became objects of at- 
tention for citizens of ſcience and fortune; and the 
PLow 
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Prow and the DrsrArr are now ranked among the 
moſt honourable employments of our country. The 
decayed temples of God were repaired, new ones erec- 
ted, public teachers appointed, and liberally ſupport- 
ed. The immoralities, generated by paper money 
and tender acts, were corrected, and exiled juſtice re- 
called. Univerſities were more liberally endowed, col - 
leges “ and academies multiplied; and public ſchools, 
thoſe BULWARKS OF REPUBLICAN FREEDOM, pla- 
ced on a more ufeful and reſpectable footing. Lite- 
rature, uſeful inventions and diſcoveries received nati- 
onal patronage, which rouſed the powers, and increaſ- 
ed the velocity of genius. It crowns the felicity of this 
feſtive day, that all intereſts, orders and deſcriptions of 
Citizens ſhare in the proſperity which it commemorates. 


It reſembles the blood in the human frame, which, by 
5 numberleſs 


£ 


ll. 


* Bowdoin College, at Brunſwick, in this Diſtrict [Maine] 
was incorporated in 94. It is named for the late Hon. Janes 
Bowpolx, Eſq. who united in his character the profound philo- 
ſopher, the accompliſhed ſtateſman, and exemplary chriſtian. 
His oalv ſon, bearing his name and title, and, we truſt, inherit- 
ing his virtues, has nurtured this infant ſeminary with many 
valuable donations. Though the Truſtees and Overſeers have 
hitherto been embarraſſed in their proceedings, for want of ſuffi- 
cient funds, yet, it is hoped, that the immen/e utility of a learned 
inſtitution, in this youthful and growing diſtrict, will ſpeedily 
induce ſuch benefactions as to enable them to carry into full ef- 
fe the important object of their appointment. There are five 
Academies in this diſtri, that are in a flouriſhing ſtate. 


T7 
numberleſs ramifications, viſits, and fills the ſmalleſt 
and remoteſt veſſels. 


Let no ſuſpicious ſoul, that is afraid to be happy, 
damp our joy, by dreaming of the fate of the Grecian 
and Roman republics. EE: 


The tribes of Greece were, originally, under 
monarchies; and worſhipped their aſhes, aſter they 
ſtyled themſelves a republic. The Athenians, it is ſaid, 
aboliſhed monarchy only becauſe they believed no 
prince could be found equal to Codrus. Arecopagus 
was a court of inquiſition, or it had not condemned 
Socrates, who was the ornament of his country, for his 
religious opinions. Lycurgus declared Sparta a re- 
public, and enacted many excellent laws. But it was 
de/potiſm to hold himſelf the ſole legiſlator of the 
Commonwealth; it was vanity to conceive the pſt, 
that it ſhould forever be governed by his inſtitutions. 


The Grecian States were like ſo many rival lu- 
minaries, in the ſame firmament, without a command- 


ing centre ; therefore, were in perpetual contention.- 


What elſe could have been expected, when they wor- 
ſhipped gods and goddeſſes, who had alſo their ambi- 


tious quarrels. Of the doctrines of liberty and equal- 
ity, freedom of elections, full repreſentation, balance of 
power, and federation, it may be laid with truth, the 
Grecian States had but very imperfe& ideas. Hence, 


C their 
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their frequent revolutions; which were only an ex- 
change of one ſpecies of tyranny for another. And 
the lying reſponſes of the Delphic Oracle fixed the 
_ deftUnits ! 


The Roman republic is faid to have commenced 
from the expulſion of the Tarquins, by Junius Brutus. 
He aſſociated with him his father-in-law, and both 
preſided in the government, under the title of Con- 
tuls, without deſtroying the old civil and military or- 
ders. | 5 


The Dictatorſhip followed, the powers of which, 
for a limited time, and finally, without limitation, were 
omnipotent. We might mention the creation of Tri- 
bunes, Ediles, Decemvirs and Triumvirs, which mul- 
tiply authorities, inſtead of operating as checks and 
balances in the government, formed a heterogeneous 
maß of power, which wrought its own diffolution, as 
oppoſing elements deſtroy each other. 


Beſides, the Re mans gloried in a war ſyſtem. 
Fhe temple of Janus emained open more than two 
bundred years, without intermiſſion. © Battles, ſieges, 
victories and triumphs daz- led, and better united the 
Roman genius, than the mild ſcenes of return pg pe ace. | 
When factions had divided, and luxury enervated this. 
martial people, the total deſtruction of the common- 
wealth enſued. So long as we walk nat in the fleps of 

* t hoſe 
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thoſe ancient republics, we have no cauſe to expect 
their fate; nor, on that account, to abate the happi- 


neſs of this halcyon day. While we yield to them the 


palm, in eloqueuce, poetry and architecture, we may ulily 
look down upon their not ions of liberty, and of a free 
government, with compaſſion, as we pity their ſuper- 
ſtitions. 


Living in the new world, we are determined nei- 
ther to entangle ourſelves in the errors and dilputes, 
nor to copy the vices of the old; but to profit by 
their folly Hence, guided by a magnanimous, virtu- 
ous and pacific policy, we have, hitherto, eſcaped the 
dire calamities and deſolations, which now overſpread 


other countries. The fruit, which the tempeſt is 


ſhaking from the vineyards of the nations, is falling in- 
to the lap of Columbia. Some of our citizens have 


indeed been deprived of their property, by the unrigh- 
teous meaſures of, the Britiſn government, which we 


recollect with ſympathy and reſentment. But it is 
preſumed the Jusriek of the union will command 
ſatisfaction for tieſe ſufferers, either from the aggreſſors 
them:elves, or from the public treaſury. 


Citizens, Legiſlators, continue to watch for the 


republic; ſo ſhall you render her immortal. 


Firſt of all, watch and pray, that we prove not 
unzrateful to the God of armies, who hath given uz 
| the 
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the vicTORY, over our enemies in wa,; over ourſelves 
iu peace. © Prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and 
pour, you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room 
to receive it. 


If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
good of the land; but, if ye refuſe, and rebel, ye ſhall 
be devoured with the ſword, for the mouth of the 
Lord Bath ſpoken it.” Our cheerful obedience to 
the laws of piety and morality will form an impreg- 
nable wall about our IN PEPENDENCE. But, if we 
neglect theſe duties, God will, in judgment, take a- 
woy our privileges, however firmly ſecured by our lo- 
cal poſition, and a well poiſed government. 


Next to the laws of God, we ſhould reverence, 
and obey the laws of our republic. They are the 
ſovereign will of the PEOPLE, proclaimed by their 
repreſentatives. Theſe are the only organ of the 
public voice, He, therefore, who audactouſly breaks 
the laws himſelf, or goes about inflaming the minds 
of others, and inducing them to do it ; or would fain 
ſaſpend, or wreſt the execution of the laws, in defi- 
ance of the ConsTITUTED AUTHORITIES, is a tyrant 


at heart, and an enemy to the liberties of his country.“ 
Moſt 


* Rebelliou conſiſts in forcibly oppoking the general will 
of a nation, whether by a party, or by individuals. 
| | | Rights of Man. 
But this wil] is not know, except by their repreſentatives. Er ga. 
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Moſt cheerfully let each citizen bring to the pub- 
lic cheſt his apportioned contribution. Cuſtom to 
whom cuſtom is due, is a precept, founded upon its 
own reaſonableneſs, and the expreſs command of that 
divine Saviour, who hath purchaſed for us ſpiritual 
freedom, and with whom, we hope to ſpend a blefſed 
immortality. And where is cuſtom due, if not to a 
government, which we ourſelves have inſtituted ? 


\ 


E- | / Go 0 F 
Sacredly improve the ſeaſons, for elections. They 


are privileges, purchaſed by the richeſt blood of our 
country. He who will not leave his buſineſs, nor his 
_ pleaſures to exerciſe his right of ſuffrages, tramples 
this blood under his feet. Himſelf deierves to groan 
forever under the laſh of deſpotiſm. Thoſe charac- 
ters, beſt qualified to manage the affairs of govern- 
ment, are diſcriminated in the common maſs of citi- 
Zens; while the wiſdom of the people ſelects the 
appointed ſeaſons for election. Hence, the infinite im- 
portance of condenſing, in this ſublime work, every ray 


of wiſdom in the nation; otherwiſe, in the very boſom, 


even of a perfect Conſtitution, were ſuch an one poſſi- 
ble, our liberties ſhall expire. How momentous, 
therefore, is the charge of the public education ? With 
what religious zeal ſhould it be purſued, ſince the pre- 
| valence of good morals and general information are 
_ neceſſary to the very exiſtence of a free and happy 
government, 


Beware 
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Beware of Abſaloms, who kiſs the people 
in the gates to ſerve a concealed, but iniquitous 
purpoſe.* Thoſe domeſtic hypocrites, who reſemble. 
the inſets, which bore the ſhip to a honeycomb, 
while the outſide appears ſound and fair. Theſe in- 
ternal enenves, Citizens, who work night and day, 
moſt threaten the deſtruction of the political bark ; 
compared with whom external foes are no more than 
birds of paſſage, which flutter upon the ſhrouds. 


Candour, however, ſhould be mutually exerciſed 
in differences of mere opinion, whether upon political, 
or religious doctrines, which ſhould be extended to 
our rulers, when they happen to divide upon the great 
queſtions of ſtate. Their end may be the ſame, 
when they diſagree concerning the means. I ſuggeſt 
this conciliatory caveat, not to prevent warchſulneſs o- 
ver our public agents; but to diſarm ca/umny ; and 
prevent the diſcouragement of their laudable zeal, and 
the reſignation of their invidious and thankleſs offices. 


Agriculture and manufactures ſhould receive ev- 
ery honour and encouragement, as the natural means 
of deepening, and ſpreading the roots of our Indepen- 
dence; and home-made utility preferred to imported 
elegance. | | 

6 The 
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2 Samuel xy. Let every citizen read this chapter often, 
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The plan of fortifying our principal ſeaport 


towns, now in operation, ſhould be completed, with- 
out delay; otherwiſe, their defenceleſs ſtate will invite 
inſults, and endanger their deſtruction, even by a con- 


tem ptible ue | 

No powers of eloquence can deſcribe the im- 
menſe importance of carrying into full effect the prin- 
ciples of the Mriitra ESTABLISHMENT. Much 
honor, indeed, is due to the officers and great body of 


freemen, for the reputable progreſs, which they have 


atready made, both in equipments, and tactics. Let. 
them haſten the completion of what they have ſo lau- 
dably begun, and there ſhall be extended, over the u- 
nion, an #vincib/e military force, without, either the 


expenſe, or fatal effects of ſtanding armies. Hitherto 


& patriotiſm and reverence for the laws”* have been 
inſcribed upon their banners. We preſent * the 
congratulations of the day. 


The Independent Companies have done them- 
ſelves and their country, ſingular honor, on every pub- 
lic appearance. N The 


1— — 


* Witneſs their excrtions, in. queliing the qiſfurbances in 
the weſtern counties of Maſſachuſetts, in '87, and thoſe of 
Pennſylvania, in '94, when citizens of the firſt character and 
fortune ſwung their packs, in the capacity of private ſoldiers ! 
Thrice happy nation! Thy prayers and affections are the life- 

grard of thy FIRST Mac1sTeaTE ! and the inviolabie /an&uary 


of thy Laws!!! 
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The FrRsT ArTILLERY Cour AN r, in the diſ- 
trict ot Maine, who are now before us, aſſiſting in the 
formalities of the day, merit applauſe.“ Citizen Of- 
ficers, your military appearance reflects on you, and 
on thoſe you command, the higheſt honor. Waving 
the elegance of their uniform, and the good order of 
their accoutrements and arms, in the manual exerciſe, 
evolutions and firings, they have evinced a correctneſs 
of diſcipline, beyond their experience, and which in- 
ſures approaching « eminence, This will encourage 
you to increaſe your.exertions for the ſpeedy gratifica- 


tion of thoſe high expectations, which you, have juſtly 
excited. 


| Citizen Soldiers, the vacant hours, which others 
walte in ſcenes of vice, degrading to human nature, 
and deſtructive to ſociety, you have devoted to thoſe 
exerciſes, which will fit you to ſerve your country; 
give ſtrength, vigor and grace to your perſons, and 
cheriſh all thoſe maſculine virtues which will com- 
mand the eſteem and admiration of our virtuous 
FaiR, whoſe eyes are now fixed upon you, as their 
future protectors, Unite all the virtues of the citizen 
and the ſoldier in your character, and rather die, than 
ſuffer it, by any unworthy conduct, to be tarniſhed. 
Let 


* 


* Lately inſtituted, compoſed of the worthv youth of this 
town, chiefly mechanics, an order of men * who have de- 
ſerved well of thcir country,” commanded by Captain Lemu- 
EL WEEKs, Since the delivery of the above it has been ſug- 
geſted, that there is a Company at Saco which claims ſeniority. 
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Let this day be ſacred to the memory of our 
ANCESTORS, whoſe pious and magnanimous exertions 
laid the foundation of our preſent numbers and great- 
nels ! 


The Snaxs of our fathers and brethren, who 
fell in the cauſe of -Independence, ſhall find repoſe in 
the ſympathy and gratitude of the day. Ve bloody 
fields! Ye crimſoned heights of America! © Let 
there be no dew ; neither let there be rain upon you ; 
for there our mighty are fallen in the micſt of the 
battle!“ | 


Ye daughters of Columbia, come, weep over the 
brave, who periſhed in the high places of the field, 
for you. But for them ye had not been clothed in 
{carlet, nor had ye put on your ornaments of gold, 
Alas! No. Deprived of every thing deur, by the law- 
leſs violence of tyranny, ye had ſitten upon the ground, 
_ wringing your hands with dolorous moans, and waſting 
to heaven the ruthful ſtory of your ſufferings ! Call 
to mind the fatal 17th of October, 1775. On the 
16th, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, Moet laid his 
armed veſſels before your defenceleſs town, and threat- 
ened to deſtroy it in two hours. By many entreaties 
your fate was ſuſpended, till g o'clock the next morn- 
ing. And what a night did you paſs! women faint- 
ing dead on the floor, and their little children ſcream- 
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ing around; or, loſt from their parents, their cries 
were heard in all the ſtreets, Some, who had more 
ſelf-command, were employed through the night in 
carrying off the ſick and the aged and their moſt valu- 
able effects; while others, confuled, fled, and left eve- 
ry thing behind. Women in childbed weaknels were 
compelled to fly, with their tender infants in their 
arms, ſome of whom were expiring, before they could 
find ſhelter, At ꝗ o'clock in the morning the ſhip- 
ping opened upon the town, You ſaw the flames 
Kindling upon your pleaſant and elegant habitations, 
and in a few hours nothing but theu ſolitary chimneys 
were ſtanding ! |! Yeſterday in affluence and eaſe ;* 
To day, alas! not where to lay your heads; nothing 
left, but the bitter remembrance of departed proſpe- 


rity ; the wretched ſatisfaction of weeping over the 
aſhes 


2 
— — 


* Several worthy families in eaſy circumſtances never re- 
covered from the ruins of this conflagration. Some of the old 
cellars remain to this day © where the thiſt le ſhakes its lonely 
head, and the rank giaſs waves around.” While the pen of 


Ingenuity and the tongue of eloquence have often, by their 


moving deſcriptions, drawn gars of compaſſion from the eyes, 
and relief from the hands of public and private charity, for 
the ſufferers of other conflagrated towns, thoſe of this place, for 
the moſt part, have been left to all the rigors of their deſtiny, 
Should not thoſe ſufferers, who are now living, and have had 
nothing but hard fortune, ſince the fatal 15th of October, 1775, 
partake of our charity on the 4th of July? A tint for doing 
good, to the humane and charitable inhabitants of Portland, is 


{afficient. 


aſhes of former enjoyments! Curſed ambition if this 
were the introductory, what muſt have been the con- 
cluding ſcene of our ſufferings, hadſt thou tucceeded 
in our ſubjugation ! 


But whither are we driven! This is the feſtival 
of philanthropy. While the deſign of the day, juſtice 
to our cauſe, and piety to JIEHñOVAH oblige us to re- 
view the commencement, progreſs, and final iſſue of 
the revolution; the diſtreſsful ſcenes, through which 
he hath marveiloufly conducted us; to relate thein to 
our children and children's children, that they may 
know the meaning of this ordinance ; yet it is alſo 
the communion of charity in which we forgive all the 
pat. © ENEMIES IN WAR; IN PEACE, FRIENDS.” 


While our hearts beat high with gratitude to 
God, for his wonderful interpoſitions, on our behalf, let 
us offer up to him our united prayers, for all, who are 
not as happy as ourſelves, Let interceſſions be made 
« with groanings, which cannot be uttered” for the 
ſpeedy redemption of our dear brethren in chains and 
dungeòns at Algiers : for thoſe, who are expoſed to 
the hatchet of the wilderneſs, that they, and their In- 
dian neighbours may have a good underſtanding, and 
mutually cultivate the arts of peace; for our whole na- 
tin, that God Almighty would {till have it in U is ho- 
ly keeping, with our two ſiſter Republics, France and 

Holland 3 
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Holland ; that he would haſten the deſcent of, that 
powerful angel from heaven to enlighten the earth with 
his glory ; who ſhall cry, mightily, with a ſtrong voice, 
BaBVLox the great is fallen, is fallen! and proclaim 


redemption and liberty to all enſlaved nations © whoſe 


cry, inceſſantly, riſes to heaven; but riſes in deſpair.” 


O Thou, who heareſt prayer, and to whom all 
fleſh ſhould come, may we live to ſee the whole fami- 
Jy of man happily reconciled ; and join in the grand 
J UBILEE, which ſhall commemorate the enfranchiſement 


of the world. Federal America, as the elder tribe, 


« in the new order of things” ſhall have the honor of 
precedence, in conducting the whole aſſembled throng 
to the Temple of Concorp. 


